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Israeli Scouts Friendship 
Caravan brings the spirit of 
Israel to the St. Paul JCC
Wed., July 21, 7 p.m.
Free and open to the community

The Israeli Scouts Friendship Caravans 
are part of the delegation sent to North 

America to represent the State of Israel 
every summer. This year, “Caravan Eilot” 
will perform at the JCC on Wednesday, July 

21 at 7 p.m. Each Caravan is comprised of 10 highly motivated and musically talented 
young adults, ages 16 and 17, and two adult leaders. The selected teens have proven 
leadership experience, a broad knowledge of Israeli and Jewish history, a high level of 
scouting achievement, fl uency in English and strong communication skills.  Most of all, 
they have a love for their country and their people, and a desire to share that love with 
their brothers and sisters in America. The Caravans perform at camps, public gatherings, 
U.S. Naval bases, schools, community centers, hospitals and nursing homes, introducing 
Israeli culture and folklore in performances tailored to appeal to audiences of all ages, 
races and religions. Performances include songs in Hebrew, English and Yiddish exposing 
audiences to the vast cultural diversity in Israel. “Caravan Eilot” will also perform at 
Camp Butwin on Friday, July 16. Additional performances in the area include: Lake 
Harriet on July 14 at 7:30 p.m., Basilica of St. Mary on July 18 during the 11:30 a.m. 
service, and Sholom West on July 22 at 7 p.m. 

At the JCC, we have members with 
great stories—a member who is the 

top person on a water-skiing pyramid, a 
member who used to play pro-football 
for the Minnesota Vikings, and a member 
who just sang the National Anthem in the 
Metrodome for a U of M baseball game.

Claudia Stensrud has been actively 
involved in the JCC’s aquatics programs 
for years. As one of the initial logrolling 
program participants, it was the husband 
of Claudia’s kindergarten teacher that led 
to a front page Star Tribune article about 
the program. Claudia has participated in 
swimming lessons, now helping out with 
lessons, and is a long-time swim team 
participant. And it appears that singing is 
one more place where Claudia shines.

On April 11, at just 12 years old, Claudia 
sang the National Anthem, acapella, at 
the Metrodome for a U of M baseball 
game. She claims she was just “a little 
nervous,” but you sure couldn’t tell by her 
performance. She sailed through it and is 
looking forward to other opportunities 
to sing in 
public.

Young JCC member wows 
crowd at Metrodome

JCC awards three MARvelous 
scholarships

Gili Ostfi eld, Misha Evertz and Alena 
Simon received scholarship awards 

for the 2010–11 school year through the 
St. Paul JCC’s MARvelous Education Fund 
during the Annual Meeting on June 16. 
The fund awards scholarships for post-
secondary education to students whose 
families are members or staff of the St. Paul 
JCC. Candidates were chosen based upon 
fi nancial need, involvement in the JCC and 

academic performance. Turn to page 11 for more on this year’s scholarship recipients.

Pictured above: Gili Ostfi eld and Misha Evertz, recipients of the 
2010 MARvelous Scholarship. Alena Simon pictured on page 11.
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Charmed bracelet returned to owner 
after 30 years

Once something is lost, it’s gone—or so Barb 
Kaster believed until her bracelet was returned 

unexpectedly 30 years after a burglary. 

Cy Kaster gave the bracelet to his wife Barb as an anniversary 
gift with an engraved charm: “15th Anniv. Love Cy.” Later, a 
charm was added with each of their children’s names and bar 
and bat mitzvah dates. Barb lost the bracelet in a wintertime 
home-burglary sometime in the late 70s.

Arlette Rambo’s mother-in-law found the bracelet in the 
snow near her home. Unable to find the owner, she tucked 
it away in her desk with a note, where it was forgotten for 

nearly 30 years—until Arlette did some cleaning this fall. As soon as Arlette saw it, 
she had to find the owner. Her first call was to the St. Paul JCC not only because 
it is the closest Jewish organization to where the bracelet was found, but also 
because it is a friendly place where people all know each other. 

Anne Rickert, who has been the JCC’s receptionist for 18 years, took Arlette’s 
call. Given the names on each of the charms, Anne immediately thought of 
Barb Kaster from more than 6,000 JCC members. Barb initially denied having 
lost jewelry, but when Anne prompted that it might have been years ago, she 
remembered. 

To return the bracelet, Arlette met Barb at the JCC where both women have 
history. Barb worked in the Childcare department years ago and Cy visited 
every day to exercise. After Cy’s death, Barb established a fund in his name 
that continues to provide fitness programs and scholarships. Arlette’s mother 
and sister both worked in the JCC’s Childcare department and her father did 
woodworking for the Center.

Barb delights at having her bracelet back, and Arlette is touched to have done 
something meaningful for Barb. Tucked away in Arlette’s drawer are notes of 
thanks she received from Barb and her family: keepsakes she’ll always treasure. 

The St. Paul JCC’s Training for 
Leadership program trains emerging 

leaders for future involvement at the 
Center. The project began in 1986 and 
now has 146 graduates—more than 80 
percent of whom are now active on JCC 
committees. Fifty-three percent of current 
Board members are graduates of this 
program. The Leadership Development 
Committee created this program to help 
new leaders build on their experiences, 
knowledge and skills that will help them 
serve our community. Congratulations to 
our Leadership Class of 2010!

See Millie and the Mentshn at the Minnesota History Center
JCC co-hosts Klezmer band as part of Nine Nights of Music
Tues., July 13, 6:30 p.m., free and open to the community

The St. Paul JCC will co-host the Klezmer group Millie and the Mentshn at the 
Minnesota History Center on July 13 as part of the Nine Nights of Music summer 

concert series.

Millie and the Mentshn, based in Billingham, Wash. is passing through town on their 
way to Virginia, Minn. to help celebrate the completion of renovations to historic 
B’nai Abraham, the last remaining synagogue on the Iron Range, now to be used as a 
community center. Bring a lawn chair and pack a picnic or purchase food from the Café 
Minnesota terrace grill. Come early for free admission to the museum galleries and stores 
that are open until 8 p.m. In case of rain, performances will be held inside the History 
Center in the 3M Auditorium. 

Bus service will be provided for a small fee from the JCC for members and guests who 
register online or by calling the front desk by July 9. This co-sponsorship was made 
possible by the Rose and Clarence Siegel Jewish Cultural Series Fund of the St. Paul JCC 
Endowment Funds.

Leadership Development 
Class of 2010

Top row (l-r): Jonathan Eisenthal, Irina Braginsky, Laurie Fink, 
Rebecca Goffman, Shimon Harosh, David Schraber, Rick 
Smookler (Leadership Development Committee chair). Bottom 
row (l-r): Adam Stern, Lindsey Bloom, Leora Maccabee, Eugene 
Govze. Not pictured: Michael Lewine

“Sawdust,” 
memories, and 
a chance to win 
$500
Circus Juventas, 
NORC sponsor 
writing contest

If you’re over the 
age of 62, Circus Juventas and our 

neighborhood NORC wants to hear from 
you. The summer show at Circus Juventas 
is “Sawdust,” a salute to the origins of 
the modern-day circus. It is an action-
packed ride filled with comic characters 
and breathtaking performances, taking 
you back to the early days of the Big Top 
via a heartwarming coming-of-age tale 
filled with conflict and adventure, new 
friends and unexpected alliances, first 
love, and a last, lingering look back. Guest 
performers Willy Edelston and Tony Steele 
were Guinness Book of World Record 
holders in the flying trapeze. Now in their 
70s, they won’t show you their triple back 
somersaults, but they will regale us with 
their stories, jokes and showmanship.

continued on page 4






















