
What To Say:

What To Eat:

What To Do:

 Shemini Atzeret and
   Simchat Torah

SUNDOWN OCT 9  TO   SUNDOWN OCT 11

End of Sukkot and 
  Celebration of the Torah

Simchat Torah, the most exuberant celebration of the year, marks the completion of 
the annual cycle of reading the Torah (scroll containing the five books of Moses).

  Chag Sameach! 
Happy Holiday!

• Cabbage, because of its  
cylindrical shape, which is seen  
as representing the shape of  
the Torah scroll. Stuffed cabbage  
is a traditional Ashkenazi Simchat 
Torah dish.

• Other cylindrical-shaped food,  
like blintzes.

• Torah shaped cookies

Shemini Atzeret
In the Conservative and Orthodox Movements the concluding day  
of Sukkot (the 8th day) is referred to as Shemni Atzeret – literally meaning 
“the 8th day of assembly.”  Shemini Atzeret observances are very similar  
to Sukkot with FOUR DIFFERENCES:

No more shaking of the lulav and etrog

Continue to have meals and recite kiddush  
in the sukkah but no longer say the blessing

In synagogue, after the Torah reading,  
we recite the memorial prayer (Yizkor)

The special prayer for rain (Geshem) is added to the repetition of 
Musaf and thus begins the period of an additional call for rain in our 
prayers, which lasts until Passover.
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*In Israel and the Reform Movement, Simchat Torah is observed immediately following the 7th day of Sukkot.

Simchat Torah
Immediately following Shemini Atzeret is the Holiday of Simchat Torah  
“Rejoicing with/of the Torah,” and marks the conclusion of the annual cycle of 
public Torah readings, and the beginning of a new cycle.  

It is a joyous holiday that celebrates the Jewish love of Torah and study. 
We celebrate by taking all the Torah scrolls out of the ark in synagogue and 
spending the evening dancing, singing and rejoicing. The scrolls are carried 
around the sanctuary in seven circles called hakafot.
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